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Vaccines are one of the great public health achievements. Thanks to vaccines, serious and often fatal diseases like polio, that were once common, are now only distant memories for most Americans.

Vaccines are the safest way to protect you, your children and your community from a long list of serious and potentially life-threatening illnesses. Vaccines protect you by preparing your immune system to recognize and fight serious, and sometimes deadly, diseases including:

	COVID-19
	Diphtheria
	Haemophilus Influenzae Type B (Hib)
	Hepatitis A
	Hepatitis B
	Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
	Influenza (Flu)
	Measles
	Meningococcal
	Mumps
	Pertussis (Whooping Cough)
	Pneumococcal Disease
	Polio
	Rotavirus
	Rubella
	Shingles (Herpes Zoster) 
	Tetanus
	Varicella(Chickenpox) 


From infants to senior citizens, getting vaccines on time is one of the most important ways to protect yourself and others from serious diseases and infections. If you are a parent, the New York State Department of Health, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the American Academy of Pediatrics all recommend that you keep your children up-to-date with the recommended vaccination schedule. It's also important for adults to be sure that they have received all the vaccines recommended for adults.


Watch and share the video, "How Vaccines Work: How Do Germs Make Your Baby Sick?"

Follow baby Jack and his parents as they get answers to common vaccine-related questions and learn more about the importance of vaccinating on schedule. This video describes how vaccines fight germs and provide long-lasting protection against 14 serious diseases.



When you get vaccinated, you not only protect yourself but you also help protect the people around you who might be too young or too sick to get vaccinated themselves. This is called "community immunity" or "herd immunity". If enough people stop getting vaccinated, outbreaks of now-rare vaccine-preventable diseases, such as measles, could return.

The New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) Bureau of Immunization is here to help you find reliable information on vaccines and immunization. The Bureau's mission is to reduce illnesses, complications and deaths from vaccine-preventable diseases in New Yorkers of all ages. Our goals are to assure that:

	All New Yorkers have access to vaccines;
	Students in New York State schools, child care programs, colleges and universities are protected against vaccine-preventable diseases;
	Complete, accurate, and real-time immunization records are securely maintained and easily accessible to healthcare providers in the New York State Immunization Information System; and
	Healthcare providers and the public have up-to-date information on immunization recommendations and standards of practice and accurate answers to vaccine questions.


If you have a question about vaccines and you live in the five boroughs of New York City - Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens or Staten Island - please call the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene's Immunization Hotline at 347-396-2400 or visit their website for more information.

In New York State outside of New York City, please contact the NYSDOH Bureau of Immunization at 518-473-4437 or by email at immunize@health.ny.gov.



 

 


 


	
		
	Questions or comments: immunize@health.ny.gov

		

        
		Revised: February 2023

		
	

	
  
    
      Department of Health

        
            General Information

	James V. McDonald, M.D., M.P.H., Commissioner
	About the Department of Health
	Employment Opportunities
	Wadsworth Center
	AIDS Institute
	New York State Veterans Homes
	NY State of Health (Health Plan Marketplace)
	New York State Public Health Corps
	Contact
	Councils and Boards
	Grants & Funding Opportunities
	Laws & Regulations
	Press Releases, Reports & Publications
	Publications and Educational Material
	Freedom of Information Law (FOIL)
	Forms


        

        
            COVID-19 Topics

	The Latest on New York's Response to COVID-19
	COVID-19 Vaccines
	COVID-19 Data
	COVID-19 Testing
	Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C)
	COVID-19 Treatments
	COVID-19 Guidance
	Pregnancy & COVID-19
	Long COVID


            Events

	Meetings, Hearings and Special Events
	Webcasts
	Other Events


        


        
            Current Issues/Info

	Abortion in NYS: Know Your Rights
	Drinking Water Protection Program
	Ending the Epidemic
	Exposure to Smoke from Fires
	Lyme Disease & Other Diseases Carried By Ticks
	Maternal Mortality
	Measles
	Medicaid in New York State
	Mpox
	Newborn Screening Program
	New York State Breast Cancer Programs
	New York State Physician Profile
	NY’s Public Water Systems
	Outdoor Air and Health
	Pertussis/Whooping Cough
	Polio
	Vaping and E-Cigarettes
	Wastewater Surveillance



        

        
            Help

	Help Increasing the Text Size in Your Web Browser
	File Formats Used on this Web Site
	Disclaimer
	Privacy Policy
	Accessibility


        

        
            Language Assistance

	English
	Español (Spanish)
	中文 (Chinese)
	Русский (Russian)
	ইংরেজি (Bengali)
	Italiano (Italian)
	Kreyòl Ayisyen (Haitian-Creole) 
	한국어 (Korean)
	יידיש (Yiddish)
	العربية (Arabic)
	Polski (Polish)
	Français (French)
	اُردُو (Urdu)
	Website Language Translations


        


      
        
          CONNECT WITH US

        

        
          	
              
                
                FACEBOOK
              
            
	
              
                
                TWITTER
              
            
	
              
                
                YOUTUBE
              
            
	
              
                
                PINTEREST
              
            
	
              
                
                INSTAGRAM
              
            
	
              
                
                FLICKR
              
            
	
              
                
                LINKEDIN
              
            
	
              
                
                THREADS
              
            


        

      

    
    

  

	
	

  























[image: ]




    
        
            Your browser does not support iFrames
        
    










