
   

  
  

 
   

   

   

      

             

      

         

       

       

     

         

        

    

         

       

          

        

            

          

          

         

      

          

       

         

         

  

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Clinton Halftown 
Nation Representative 
Cayuga Nations 
PO Box 803 
Seneca Falls, NY 13148 

Dear Mr. Halftown: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf


 

 

           
          

    
 

     
     

   
   

 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 

mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

     

 

   
  

 
 

  
 

   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Joseph Heath 
Nation Representative 
Cayuga Nation 
512 Jamesville Avenue 
Syracuse, NY 13210 

Dear Mr. Heath: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf


 

 

           
          

    
 

     
     

   
   

 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 

mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

     

 

   
  

   
  

  
 

   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Ray Halbritter 
Nation Representative 
Oneida Indian Nation 
5218 Patrick Road 
Verona, NY 13478 

Dear Mr. Halbritter: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf


 

 

           
          

    
 

     
     

   
   

 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 

mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

     

 

   
 

   
  

 
   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

           
          

    

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Chief Irving Powless, Jr. 
Onondaga Nation 
PO Box 319-B 
Nedrow, NY 13210 

Dear Chief Powless: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

 
     

     
   

   
 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 



 

 

     

 

   
 

   
   

  
 

    

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Maurice A. John, Sr. 
President 
Seneca Nation of Indians 
PO Box 231 
Salamanca, NY 14779 

Dear Mr. John: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf


 

 

           
          

    
 

     
     

   
   

 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 

mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

     

 

   
    

  
   

  
 

   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Charles K. Smith 
Council of Trustees Chairman 
Shinnecock Indian Nation 
PO Box 5006 
Southampton, NY 11969 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf


 

 

           
          

    
 

     
     

   
   

 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 

mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

     

 

    
    

  
  

 
   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

           
          

    

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Chief Paul O. Thompson 
St. Regis Mohawk Tribe 
412 State Route 37 
Akwesasne, NY 13655 

Dear Chief Thompson: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

 
     

     
   

   
 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 



 

 

     

 

    
    

  
  

 
   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

           
          

    

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Chief Ronald Lafrance, Jr. 
St. Regis Mohawk Tribe 
412 State Route 37 
Akwesasne, NY 13655 

Dear Chief Lafrance: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

 
     

     
   

   
 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 



 

 

     

 

   
    

  
  

 
   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

           
          

    

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Chief Beverly Cook 
St. Regis Mohawk Tribe 
412 State Route 37 
Akwesasne, NY 13655 

Dear Chief Cook: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

 
     

     
   

   
 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 



 

 

     

 

   
  

    
  

  
 

   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Roger Hill 
Council Chairman 
Tonawanda Seneca Indian Nation 
7027 Meadville Road 
Basom, NY 14013 

Dear Mr. Hill: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf


 

 

           
          

    
 

     
     

   
   

 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 

mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

     

 

  
 

    
  

  
 

   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Darwin Hill 
Clerk 
Tonawanda Seneca Indian Nation 
7027 Meadville Road 
Basom, NY 14013 

Dear Mr. Hill: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf


 

 

           
          

    
 

     
     

   
   

 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 

mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

     

 

   
   

  
  

 
   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

           
          

    

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Chief Leo Henry 
Tuscarora Indian Nation 
2006 Mount Hope Road 
Lewiston, NY 14092 

Dear Chief Henry: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

 
     

     
   

   
 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 



 

 

     

 

   
   

  
  

 
   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

           
          

    

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Chief Kenneth Patterson 
Tuscarora Indian Nation 
1967 Upper Mountain Road 
Lewiston, NY 14092 

Dear Chief Patterson: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

 
     

     
   

   
 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 



 

 

     

 

   
  

  
  

 
   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

           
          

    

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Chief Harry Wallace 
Unkechaug Indian Terrirory 
2007 Poospatuck Lane 
Mastic, NY 11950 

Dear Chief Wallace: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov


 

 

 
     

     
   

   
 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 



 

 

     

 

  
 

   
    

   
 

   

       

             

      

         

       

       

      

         

        

    

         

       

          

         

            

          

          

         

      

           

       

         

          

   

 

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

Department 
of Health 

HOWARD A. ZUCKER, M.D., J.D. 
Commissioner 

SALLY DRESLIN, M.S., R.N. 
Executive Deputy Commissioner 

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower, Albany, NY 12237 I health.ny.gov 

October 15, 2019 

Curtis Harris-Davia 
Executive Director 
American Indian Community House 
39 Eldridge Street, 4th Floor 
New York, NY 10002 

Dear Mr. Harris-Davia: 

The New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) and 

the New York State Department of Health (DOH) are preparing for the submission of a new 

application for a 1915(b)(4) waiver to allow a selective contracting program for Crisis Services 

for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (CSIDD). New York State 

assures that all CSIDD services are provided to or directed exclusively toward Medicaid eligible 

individuals in accordance with Section 1902(a)(10)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act. 

CSIDD services are rehabilitative short-term targeted services for individuals with 

intellectual and/or developmental disabilities age six (6) and older who have significant 

behavioral or mental health needs. CSIDD services are personalized, high-intensity, time-

limited services recommended for individuals who experience frequent hospitalizations, crisis 

visits, use mobile emergency services, and are at risk of losing placement and/or services. 

Services are delivered by multi-disciplinary teams who provide clinical consultation and 

treatment and maintain 24/7 service accessibility throughout the entire course of treatment. 

CSIDD designated providers are State providers or not-for-profit agencies that meet all 

qualifications and program standards set forth by OPWDD. OPWDD will designate one (1) or 

more CSIDD providers per region. Providers must be qualified to participate in the Medicaid 

program, certified by OPWDD to offer CSIDD services, have sufficient professional staffing to 

operate in a particular region, and the ability to coordinate a network of providers to ensure 

coordination of services for CSIDD service recipients. 

There will be no changes or diminishment of services to members of Federally-

recognized Tribes. Native Americans remain eligible for services under the same rules, and, 

there is no change to payment rates for services provided by tribal organizations. 

A draft of the waiver proposal is available for review at: 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf. 

https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf
https://opwdd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1915b4_ffs_application.pdf


 

 

           
          

    
 

     
     

   
   

 
      
 
    
 
 
 
      
      
     
 

     
           

   
   

   
        

   
  

          
          

 

All comments must be postmarked or emailed by November 21, 2019. Please forward 
comments to the OPWDD Division of Policy and Program Development email at: 
peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov or mail to: 

Office for People With Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Policy & Program Development 

44 Holland Ave, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY 12229 

We look forward to your continued collaboration. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory S. Allen, Director 
Division of Program Development & Management 
Office of Health Insurance Programs 

cc: Theodore Kastner (OPWDD) 
Roger Bearden (OPWDD) 
Katherine Marlay (OPWDD) 
Christopher Semidey (CMS) 
Vennetta Harrison (CMS) 
Sean Hightower (HHS) 
Michele Hamel (DOH) 
Janet Zachary-Elkind (DOH) 
Donna Cater (DOH) 
Sandra Mesick (DOH) 

mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
mailto:peoplefirstwaiver@opwdd.ny.gov
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