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 Percentage of Established High School Smokers Declines in New York 
 

An estimated 12.6% of high school students in New York are current cigarette smokers 
having smoked on at least one of the past 30 days.  Established high school student 
smokers have smoked on at least 20 of the past 30 days and have smoked more than 100 
cigarettes in their lifetimes.  Established youth smokers are at high risk of becoming 
chronic adult smokers and suffering from smoking-related disease and death.   

 In 2010, the prevalence of established smoking among New York high school 
students was 4.1%.  That’s about 37,000 out of the approximately 900,000 high 
school students in New York. 

 Established smoking among high school students in New York is down 68% from 
a high of 13.2% in 2000 to 4.1% in 2010, a statistically significant downward trend 
(p < .0001).  These declines are likely due to strong tobacco control measures in 
New York. 

 Compared with high school youth who smoke fewer than 20 days per month, 
established smokers are more likely to start smoking younger (p < .0001) and to 
report cravings (p < .0001). 

 The rate of established high school student smoking in New York (4.1%) is similar 
to the national rate (5.6%). 

  
 
 

 

13.2

9.5

8.3

6.0
5.7

4.1
5.6

0

5

10

15

20

25

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2009

New York US

Year

New York US

Year

New York US

Year

P
er
ce
n
t 
o
f 
h
ig
h
sc
h
o
o
l e
st
ab
lis
h
ed

 s
m
o
ke
rs

Prevalence of Established Smoking among High School Age Youth, New York and U.S. 


