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Prevention Agenda: Turning Data into Action 



___________ Purpose: 
Lesson the Burden of Asthma 

 Tobacco – free affordable housing 

 Healthy Neighborhoods 

 School-based care 

 Health systems 





Is it just individual 
choice? 



Disparity Data: 
Geography Matters 
“The Fork in the Road” 



Disparity Data 
Albany County and Albany City 

Population Education Per 
Capita 
Income 

Median 
Home 
Value 

Below 
Poverty 

Rate 

County 304,204 
• White – 78.2% 
• Black – 12.7% 
• Hispanic – 4.9% 
• Other – 4.2% 

HS Grad 
• 90.7% 

$30,863 $202,500 12.6% 

City 97,856 
• White – 57% 
• Black – 30.8% 
• Hispanics – 8.6% 
• Other – 3.6% 

HS Grad 
•Whites – 86% 
•Blacks - 50 – 
75% 
•Hispanics < / > 

$23,341 $177,200 25.3% 





Top Neighborhood Rates
 

Asthma ED Visits* 
 Albany County (64.1) 

 West Hills/South End- 248.7 
 West End- 232.0 
 Center Sq.- 176.7 

 Upstate- 47.6 

Asthma Hospitalizations* 
 Albany County (11.2) 

 West Hills/South End- 43.7 
 West Ends- 36.7 
 Center Sq.- 16.8 

 Upstate- 10.9 

*per 10,000 population 



         

Asthma in the Capital Region 

Asthma ED Visit Rate per 10,000 



People of color disproportionately live in 
environments that do not foster health 

Policy can impact: 
• Amount of parks/open space 

• Affordable housing 

• Food access/quality/costs 

• Education 

• Transportation 

• Air quality 

• Noise pollution 



Partners 



Project in Action 



How far have we come 
 Healthy Neighborhood Program 
 60 referrals 
 45 certified asthma educator interventions 

 Healthy Living Partnership (Albany Housing Authority) 

 4,106 residents impacted 



 

Challenges 

• How can the conversation be framed in terms 
of health equity? 

• How can collaboration be explanded from 
stakeholders to residents?
 

- Disparity as a social justice concern
 

• What approaches build Cultural Competency, 
and how do we know that it is effective? 


