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d. Demonstrates the ability to correctly detect visual field loss and correctly identify normal 
visual fields.  

e. Demonstrates good test-retest reliability. 

f. Has undergone clinical validation studies by three or more independent laboratories with 
results published in peer-reviewed ophthalmic journals.  

B. How do we evaluate hearing loss?  

1. What evidence do we need? 

a. We need evidence showing that you have a medically determinable impairment that 
causes your hearing loss and audiometric measurements of the severity of your hearing 
loss. We generally require both a complete otologic examination and audiometric testing to 
establish that you have a medically determinable impairment that causes your hearing loss. 
You should have this audiometric testing within 2 months of the complete otologic 
examination. Once we have evidence that you have a medically determinable impairment, 
we can use the results of later audiometric testing to assess the severity of your hearing loss 
without another complete otologic examination. We will consider your test scores together 
with any other relevant information we have about your hearing, including information 
from outside of the test setting.  

b. The complete otologic examination must be performed by a licensed physician (medical 
or osteopathic doctor) or audiologist. It must include your medical history, your description 
of how your hearing loss affects you, the physician’s or audiologist's description of the 
appearance of the external ears (pinnae and external ear canals), evaluation of the tympanic 
membranes, and assessment of any middle ear abnormalities.  

c.  Audiometric testing must be performed by, or under the direct supervision of, a licensed 
audiologist or an otolaryngologist. 

2. What audiometric testing do we need when you do not have a cochlear implant? 

a. We generally need pure tone air conduction and bone conduction testing, speech 
reception threshold (SRT) testing (also referred to as “spondee threshold’’ or “ST” testing), 
and word recognition testing (also referred to as “word discrimination’’ or “speech 
discrimination’’ testing). This testing must be conducted in a sound-treated booth or room 
and must be in accordance with the most recently published standards of the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI). Each ear must be tested separately.  

b. You must not wear hearing aids during the testing. Additionally, a person described in 
2.00B1c must perform an otoscopic examination immediately before the audiometric 
testing. (An otoscopic examination provides a description of the appearance of your 
external ear canals and an evaluation of the tympanic membranes. In these rules, we use the 
term to include otoscopic examinations performed by physicians and otoscopic inspections 
performed by audiologists and others.) The otoscopic examination must show that there are 
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