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7. Social functioning includes the capacity to interact independently, appropriately, effectively, 
and on a sustained basis with others. It includes the ability to communicate effectively with 
others. We will find that you have a “marked” limitation in maintaining social functioning if you 
have a serious limitation in social interaction on a sustained basis because of symptoms, such as 
pain, severe fatigue, anxiety, or difficulty concentrating, or a pattern of exacerbation and 
remission, caused by your immune system disorder (including manifestations of the disorder) or 
its treatment, even if you are able to communicate with close friends or relatives.  
 

8. Completing tasks in a timely manner involves the ability to sustain concentration, persistence, 
or pace to permit timely completion of tasks commonly found in work settings. We will find that 
you have a “marked” limitation in completing tasks if you have a serious limitation in your ability 
to sustain concentration or pace adequate to complete work-related tasks because of symptoms, 
such as pain, severe fatigue, anxiety, or difficulty concentrating, caused by your immune system 
disorder (including manifestations of the disorder) or its treatment, even if you are able to do 
some routine activities of daily living.  

J. How do we evaluate your immune system disorder when it does not meet one of the 
listings? 

1. These listings are only examples of immune system disorders that we consider severe enough 
to prevent you from doing any gainful activity. If your impairment(s) does not meet the criteria of 
any of these listings, we must also consider whether you have an impairment(s) that satisfies the 
criteria of a listing in another body system.  

2. Individuals with immune system disorders, including HIV infection, may manifest signs or 
symptoms of a mental impairment or of another physical impairment. For example, HIV infection 
may accelerate the onset of conditions such as diabetes or affect the course of or treatment options 
for diseases such as cardiovascular disease or hepatitis. We may evaluate these impairments under 
the affected body system.   
3. If you have a severe medically determinable impairment(s) that does not meet a listing, we will 
determine whether your impairment(s) medically equals a listing. (See §§ 404.1526 and 416.926.) 
If it does not, you may or may not have the residual functional capacity to engage in substantial 
gainful activity. Therefore, we proceed to the fourth, and if necessary, the fifth steps of the 
sequential evaluation process in §§ 404.1520 and 416.920. We use the rules in §§ 404.1594, 
416.994, and 416.994a as appropriate, when we decide whether you continue to be disabled.  

14.01 Category of Impairments, Immune System Disorders  

14.02 Systemic lupus erythematosus. As described in 14.00D1. With:  

A. Involvement of two or more organs/body systems, with:  

1. One of the organs/body systems involved to at least a moderate level of severity; and 
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