
        LAWS OF NEW YORK, 2011 
  
                                  CHAPTER 174 
  
   AN  ACT  to  amend  the  public  health  law,  in  relation  to hospital 
     construction 
  
        Became a law July 20, 2011, with the approval of the Governor. 
            Passed by a majority vote, three-fifths being present. 
  
 
     The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem- 
   bly, do enact as follows: 
  
     Section  1.  Subdivision 1-a of section 2802 of the public health law, 
   as added by section 58 of part A of chapter 58 of the laws of  2010,  is 
   amended and a new subdivision 1-b is added to read as follows: 
     1-a.  The  following  types  of  construction  projects  by a hospital 
   possessing  a  valid  operating  certificate  shall  not  require  prior 
   approval  pursuant  to  this section, provided that a written notice has 
   been submitted to the department together  with,  where  appropriate,  a 
   written  architect  and/or  engineering  certification  that the project 
   meets the applicable statutes, codes and regulations  specified  in  the 
   certification  statement  and,  where  required  by  the department, the 
   hospital shall  implement  a  plan  to  protect  patient  safety  during 
   construction: 
     (a) correction of cited deficiencies, provided that[: 
     (i)] the construction is limited to the correction of the deficiencies 
   and is authorized by a plan of correction approved by the department; 
     [(ii)  a  written notice has been submitted to the department together 
   with, where appropriate, a written architect and/or engineering  certif- 
   ication  that the project meets the applicable statutes, codes and regu- 
   lations specified in the certification statement; and 
     (iii) the hospital shall implement a plan to  protect  patient  safety 
   during construction; and] 
     (b)  repair  or  maintenance,  regardless  of  cost, including routine 
   purchases and the acquisition  of  minor  equipment  undertaken  in  the 
   course of a hospital's inventory control functions; 
     (c) non-clinical infrastructure projects regardless of cost including, 
   but  not  limited to, replacement of heating, ventilating and air condi- 
   tioning systems, roofs, fire alarm and call bell systems,  parking  lots 
   and elevators; 
     (d)  one  for one equipment replacements regardless of cost, including 
   replacement of equipment with another piece of equipment used for  simi- 
   lar purposes but employing current technology; and 
     (e)  other projects as specified in regulations adopted by the council 
   and approved by the commissioner. 
     1-b.   The commissioner is authorized to  waive  any  requirement  for 
   pre-opening  certifications  and/or  surveys  for  construction projects 
   approved in accordance with this section. 
     § 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after 
   it shall have become a law. 
  
 



 
   EXPLANATION--Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law 
                                to be omitted. 
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   The Legislature of the STATE OF NEW YORK ss: 
     Pursuant to the authority vested in us by section 70-b of  the  Public 
   Officers  Law,  we  hereby  jointly  certify that this slip copy of this 
   session law was printed under our direction and, in accordance with such 
   section, is entitled to be read into evidence. 
  
      DEAN G. SKELOS                                      SHELDON SILVER 
   Temporary President of the Senate                Speaker of the Assembly 


